MEN OF POWER
rich in the process. In the year 1492, when Columbus
was sailing westward over unknown seas to find the
East, Alexander, by scandalously bribing the electors,
had himself elected pope. In that office he indulged in
most of the sins that Moses proscribed and many others
that Moses never dreamed of. Trickery, deception,
murder, orgies of licentiousness, even incest were in
the catalogue of his offenses. He took as his mistress
a certain Vanozza dei Cattani, a beautiful Roman
woman. She bore him four children whom he openly
acknowledged and for whose benefit he exercised all
his mighty powers as vicar of Christ.
Cesar Borgia, his second son, became one of the most
powerful figures of Leonardo's time. It was this tyrant
who inspired Machiavelli's work, "The Prince/* Alex-
ander used Cesar's sister, Lucretia, a very comely
woman, as a pawn in a long string of diplomatic mar-
riages made and annulled at his whim, At one time
when the pope left Rome on business, he left Lucretia in
charge as regent, and the world beheld the astounding
spectacle of a woman, the illegitimate daughter of the
pope himself, as regent on the pontifical throne. In
the latter years of his reign it became an extremely
dangerous thing to be a friend of Pope Alexander
because that might involve being made a cardinal, and
as soon as a cardinal became rich enough he died mys-
teriously and the pope confiscated his property. One
after another the cardinals dropped off in this way,
and new ones were appointed in their place. When